Dealing With Evil
Prayer:  Col 2: 6-10      "Be rooted and built up in Christ."

Part of healing ministry, part of life is dealing with the power and influence of evil.

As ministers of God's healing love, it is good to be aware of those influences on ourselves and those to whom we minister.

Part of Jesus' healing ministry included setting people free of the oppression of evil.

Mk 1:23-28
His heart of compassion made him angry at the evil which controlled this man.

His authority and power to cast out evil comes from being the Author of life

Only be being connected to the Author of life can we free ourselves from evil.

We help others connect to that Author in order that they can cast evil out of their lives.

The greatest source of evil is self delusion, the Lie that we can control evil ourselves, that we can control other people, control our addictions, our sinful nature, that we do not need God.

Acts 8:9-13 - people in the early church had to deal with the power of magic spells

Acts 13:8 - Paul deals with a person who tries to keep someone from faith in God.

What things, behaviors, or people keep you from a deeper faith relationship with God?
What things deceive you into thinking that you do not need God? 
What sensual rewards keep you from wanting to relate to God?
Gal 5:16-25   Paul describes life as a battle between the flesh and the spirit.

The power of evil moves in us at our weakest of most vulnerable spots.

Rom 6:12-14 - Paul tells his followers to turn from the power of sin and evil

2 Cor 2:11 - "Any forgiveness I have done has been for your sake and before Christ, to prevent Satan, whose guile we know too well, from outwitting us. "

If we continue to live with unrepented sin, there can come a time when we ourselves no longer have the power to get the sin and evil out of our lives = oppression of evil

Unrepented sin is a doorway for evil to come in.  (Self deception)

Eph 6:10-18 - protecting oneself by the tools of God's presence

When we do healing ministry we may need to help a person discern whether evil has a hold on them and then help them get free.

There are various levels of demonic influence such as:


Temptation - an inclination to step outside the will of God - affects everyone


Oppression - something from the outside weighing on a person or harassing them


Infestation - where a person has opened the door to Satan and now Satan has influence 



over an area of the person's being and affects his or her behavior.


Possession - where Satan has total control of a person because they chose it - very rare.

God sets boundaries to protect us from harm.  Living by the 10 Commandments and the values of Jesus is the healthiest way to live.

When we have stepped outside those boundaries we must open ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that the Spirit can enable us to see our sin, admit to our sin, repent, and experience forgiveness.

Points of entry for the power of evil to get influence over our lives:


Trauma - any area where we have been wounded can be a place of entry


Habitual sin - can begin to lose control over a behavior


Occult involvement - seeking power through other than divine influences


Generational - sinful patterns or curses from our ancestry

(Like a wound that gets infected, it needs to be purified in order to heal properly.)

Trauma 
Through inner healing prayer we ask God to heal the wounds where evil may seek to influence and then it must leave.

If we think there may be an influence of evil, we can pray a quiet prayer binding any power of evil.

(i.e..  In the name of Jesus Christ I bind any power of evil present in this person and by that same power I cast that evil out of them.)

Habitual Sin 

Confess our sins periodically to stay free from the power of evil.  It keeps us accountable.

We can not tell a person to confess but we can share our testimony of how confessing keeps us honest and free.  

If a destructive behavior pattern persists, admit that we are powerless over it and seek God's power and people to rid ourselves of it.  Self deception is the greatest source of evil.

(The 12 Steps of Recovery are a healthy pathway to freedom from destructive behavior patterns.)

Mind altering substances can leave us open to the power of evil.

Occult Involvement
Occult refers to practices which attribute to things the power that only comes from God.  These practices can open a person to the power of evil and as such can be said to be dangerous.

They often cause confusion or fear.

There are various lists of what are Occult practices.  Some common things are:

Having ones "fortune" told by tea leaves, palm reading, crystal balls, fortune tellers.  

Reading horoscopes repeatedly.  

Being hypnotized, casting a spell, practicing yoga, transcendental meditation.

(When we leave ourselves open, anything can come in. We can be under another person's control)

Attending séances, spiritualist meetings.

Playing with Ouija boards, dungeons and dragons or other occult games, reading tarot cards.

Consulting a medium, spiritualist, or practicing table lifting, pendulum swinging, mind control, automatic writing, water witching, black arts.

Participating in chain letters.

Reading or possessing books on witchcraft, fortune telling, astrology, etc.

Accepting the philosophy of New Age material.

Letting demonic movies or books "feed" you.

Being involved in groups where you make secret vows - i.e.. Freemasons, Eastern Star, etc.

(Putting ones faith in an object, a person or the words of a game rather than in God.)
Important:  All occult involvement brings spiritual confusion.


The wrong things we do in ignorance hurt us as much as the things we do deliberately.

Process of getting healed and freed from the power given over to evil (Satan).


Repent of decisions to open to Satan's power and ask the Lord's forgiveness 


Pray for a cutting free of the bonds which Satan may have on us.


Pray for healing of those areas where we were wounded.


Decide to walk in truth, getting rid of things that tempt us from the truth.


Pray for the continual protection of Jesus and stay in community.

Generational
Learn about our generational story.  

Be honest about the influences of those who have gone before us.

Decide to want to live in the freedom of Jesus.

Pray for healing of those things which may hold us in bondage from our ancestors.

Jesus is more powerful than evil.  Walk in the light and we will not be in darkness.  Be accountable.  Stay connected to God and people who are connected to God.  

Dealing With Evil – Summary Sheet
Prayer:  Col 2: 6-10      "Be rooted and built up in Christ."

Part of healing ministry, part of life is dealing with the power and influence of evil.

As ministers of God's healing love, it is good to be aware of those influences on ourselves and those to whom we minister.  Jesus dealt with evil.

Mk 1:23-28   Jesus' heart of compassion made him angry at the evil which controlled this man.

His authority and power to cast out evil comes from being the Author of life

The greatest source of evil is self delusion, the Lie that we can control evil ourselves, that we can control other people, control our addictions, our sinful nature, that we do not need God.

Acts 8:9-13 - people in the early church had to deal with the power of magic spells

Acts 13:8 - Paul deals with a person who tries to keep someone from faith in God.

What things, behaviors, or people keep you from a deeper faith relationship with God?
What things deceive you into thinking that you do not need God? 
What sensual rewards keep you from wanting to relate to God?
Gal 5:16-25
Rom 6:12-14 - Paul tells his followers to turn from the power of sin and evil

2 Cor 2:11 - "Any forgiveness I have done has been for your sake and before Christ, to prevent Satan, whose guile we know too well, from outwitting us. "

There are various levels of demonic influence such as:


Temptation - an inclination to step outside the will of God - affects everyone


Oppression - something from the outside weighing on a person or harassing them




Infestation - where a person has opened the door to Satan and now Satan has influence 



over an area of the person's being and affects his or her behavior.


Possession - where Satan has total control of a person because they chose it - very rare.

God sets boundaries to protect us from harm. 

When we have stepped outside those boundaries we must open ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that the Spirit can enable us to see our sin, admit to our sin, repent, and experience forgiveness.

Points of entry for the power of evil to get influence over our lives:


Trauma - any area where we have been wounded can be a place of entry


Habitual sin - can begin to lose control over a behavior


Occult involvement - seeking power through other than divine influences


Generational - sinful patterns or curses from our ancestry

(Like a wound that gets infected, it needs to be purified in order to heal properly.)

Steps to freedom - Repent, cutting free, healing, walk in truth, continual protection
A Binding Prayer For Protection

In the name of Jesus Christ, by the power of his cross, we bind the spirits, powers and forces of the earth, the underground, the air, the water, the fire, the netherworld, and the satanic forces of nature.


We rebuke any curses, hexes, or spells sent against us and send them directly to Jesus.  Lord, we ask you to bless our enemies by sending your Holy Spirit to lead them to repentance.


We bind all interplay, interaction and communication of evil spirits.  We claim the protection of Jesus Christ over us and over ______________.  Thank you for your protection, Lord.  Amen.

Occult Renouncement and Prayer for Forgiveness
Person:  Lord, I confess that I have...(name all known involvement with occult practices and sins).  I see these now as sins and I ask your mercy and forgiveness.

Prayer Minister:  Jesus Christ, who offered himself to be sacrificed on the cross for our sins, forgives your sins by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Person:  Thank you, Lord, for this forgiveness.  I renounce you, Satan, and all your works and empty promises.  I command you in Jesus' name to depart from me and trouble me no more.

Prayer Minister:  May the power of God's Love cut you free from every bondage to the occult world.  May that same love protect your from all evil influence in the future and heal you of the wounds where evil may have resided.  Soak in the power of God's word and receive his love each day.

Scriptures regarding the power of evil and staying centered on God

Mk 12:28-30

Lk 10:25-28

Acts 8:9-13

Acts 13:4-12

Acts 19:19-20

Rom 6:12-14

Rom 8:11-14

1 Cor 10:20-22

Gal 4:1-9

Gal 5:16-25

Eph 6:10-18

Col 2:6-10

Col 2:18-20

