Salvation – Spiritual Healing
Jn 10:10 – Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life, and have it to the full.”

Jesus’ reason for coming to earth was to bring all people into and eternal love relationship with the Father.  He goal was to bring people Salvation or the healing or our soul.

Jesus taught, he preached, he healed, he cast our demons and he forgave in order to bring people to salvation.  Each person would have to respond to these invitations by choosing to enter into a relationship with him.  This is what the gospel calls faith.  If they put their faith in him, then they could be made well or saved.  We read this in many of the healing stories.  If Jesus cured them but they did not enter into a faith relationship with him, they did not receive the fullness of life which Jesus offered them.  (i.e. Jn 5:1-15;  Lk 17:11-19 – nine of the lepers were cured but not saved)

Jesus tried in many ways to invite people into salvation, but he needed a “yes” from them in order for them to receive this gift.  The goal of the Christian healing ministry is not only to demonstrate the power of God’s love but to draw people into a saving relationship with God.  When a person chooses Jesus as Lord of their life, then they are in a relationship that has eternal value, salvation.  We pray with people for healing with the hope of leading them to Salvation.
It is important that we understand the need for each person to transfer from the kingdom of the world into the kingdom of God.  We all get caught up in our will, or self centered desires and the temptations of the world.   Only by the power of Jesus’ death on the cross can we get free from ourselves and the world.  St. Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “I do not do what I want, but I do what I hate.” (Rom 7:15)  He goes on to say, “I do not do the good I will but the evil I do not intend… What a wretched man I am!... Who will free me…Jesus Christ. (Rom 7:18-25)  When he was baptized after experiencing Jesus o n the road to Damascus, he received this power.  He committed his life to Jesus and experienced the transforming love of God in his life.  
Leading a person to salvation is a process of demonstrating the love of God in such a way that the person chooses to receive that love and allow it to transform their life.  We do not change people, God does.  We try to explain the full dimensions of Christianity and invite people to make a new choice for the fullness of life.  It is important that we let them know that we can experience the personal love of God.  Jesus revealed God as “Abba”, the Jewish term for “daddy”.  (Lk 11:1-4)  Jesus was the fullness of God, demonstrating the compassion in the heart of God.  We can feel God’s personal love for us just because it is there.  

The question is, “What has hampered our heart from truly “knowing” the heart of God.

It may be that we have a diminished view of Christianity.  We may understand Christianity as a set of rules to follow.  Jesus revealed that being a follower of his was to be his friend 
(Jn 15;15)  The first Christians were the friends of Jesus.  Once we experience Jesus as Friend and commit to that friendship, we will do the right thing because he is our friend, not because God will “get us” if we don’t.  It is the love of God that empowers us to win the battle over ourselves.

When we look at the world we see that something is wrong.  We were created to be at peace with God and with each other, but the news papers and news reports tell us that there is not peace.  Humans were created good, but they are fallen, they are tainted by sin.  Sin has caused a separation between humans and God.  We are all born into a sin filled society and so we loose sight of the love in which we were conceived.  The collective sin filled society is like a pervasive power which tempts us to sin and is the basis for wars, violence and many destructive behaviors.  It also causes inner conflicts and woundedness such as depression, irrational fear, toxic shame, and revenge.  It is important that we realize that the problem is larger than our ability to handle.  Human ways of dealing with these problems, help somewhat to contain the symptoms, but the core issue needs healing, forgiveness, deliverance and redemption.  Only Jesus can bring this about.
Feeling the security of God’s love allows us to look at the real issues (selfishness, greed, apathy, nursed anger) and to invite Jesus’ redemptive love to heal and redeem the core issues.  We were created to need God to achieve true inner peace.  Full humanity is only achieved in union with God.  Spirituality is not optional.  Jesus said, “apart from me you can do nothing.” (Jn 15:5)
God sent Jesus into the world to save us.  St; Paul describes this gift of salvation in his letter to eh Ephesians (Eph 2:1-10)  READ

God is rich in mercy and he offers every human being the gift of salvation.  He will not barge into our soul, but waits for us to feely choose life in him.  Choosing this gift means putting Jesus on the throne of our life.  We choose to look to him in making our choices.  We choose to surrender our will and do as he wished.  Like Jesus did in the garden of Gethsemane.  He said, “Father, take this cup from me, but not my will but yours be done.”

One image that can help us picture this decision is the image of a two seated bike.  Most of us have probably had Jesus in our life, but often we have him on the back seat.  We call on him to peddle harder when we get in a touch part of life, but then go where we want to go.  Committing our life to Jesus is like asking Jesus to sit on the front seat of our bike.  We then use our energy to peddle where he wants to take us.  We choose to take time to listen to his will in our decisions.  Once we do, we experience an inner peace and serenity that the world cannot give.  We experience a power to overcome the largest hills in our life and be freed from the core issues and the sins that cause inner discord.  This is the gift of salvation.  It is ours for the asking, it is ours for the commitment.
There are a number of references in scripture which describe this readiness to receive the gift of salvation.  When the people in Acts 2:37-38 wanted to receive this new power, Peter said, “You must repent and be baptized.”  He invited them to turn away from their own will and open the door for this new power to flow in.  In Mark’s gospel 10:46-52 we read how after Bartimeaus was healed he “followed Jesus up the road.”  He not only was cured, but he received the gift of salvation by his choice to follow Jesus anywhere.  Jesus’ ministry to the Woman at the well (Jn 4:4-42) is an example of his ministry to bring her and the whole town to salvation.
Salvation is not just something we get after we die.  We can begin living our salvation right now by choosing to make Jesus the Lord of our decisions, our thoughts, our actions, our lives.  The world takes on a new meaning when we live it in this deep union with Jesus.  
God promised that he would change us if we asked him. (Jer 29:11-14)  We receive this gift by honestly and humbly surrendering to God.  If we can admit our sinfulness, are willing to change and ask in faith for the fullness of God’s Spirit to come into us, we will experience the gift of Salvation.  Jesus bridged the gap between humans and God by his death on the cross and he makes available to us this saving grace.  He will not force it upon us, but invites us to freely choose it.  To all who do, he gives eternal life – salvation.  
People often symbolize this openness to the gift of Salvation by preparing for and receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  If they were baptized as an infant, this experience awakens all the power of the Spirit which they may never have fully unwrapped.  It opens them to an experience of the personal living presence of Jesus within them every moment of every day.  It brings inner healing and helps them discover who they really are.  It affords them a daily awareness of God’s personal love for them.  It opens them to the fullness of life which Jesus wants for them.

When we pray with people for healing, it is important to be aware that ultimately we want to lead people to this saving grace.  For more information on inviting people to experience this gift, learn abut the Life in the Spirit Seminar or as I have called it, the Spiritual Enrichment Seminar. (Available on DVD with manuals and participant books.)
